THE SECOND FLIGHT TO EVEREST
driver instead of my thumb-nail for dealing with it. Although
without oxygen till 18,000 feet, neither of us felt any ill-effects.
The consumption of oxygen during the flight was surprisingly
small. It is a testimonial to the care with which the oxygen was
prepared in England that there was no vestige of trouble due to
moisture in the valves. No doubt we shall derive valuable
lessons in the mechanical design of cameras for use in extremes
of temperature.
"We feel that we have accomplished our task—to demon-
strate that inaccessible country may be photographed from the
air even at extreme heights."
"After this flight we found that of the potential sources of
trouble only two had eventuated. Fortunately neither was of
primary importance.
"One was due to the thick blanket of cloud which stretched
up to within about fifteen miles of the foot of Everest and
prevented the observer using his drift sight to measure the drift.
Consequently, during the approach flight from the south-east
both machines were carried further to the eastward than we
actually intended. Thus they did not actually fly over Dingboche
but came up and over the South Peak from a direction slightly
west of south.
"No great harm resulted; it meant that when plotted the
photographs would give strips running up a valley with less
explored ground in it than the one containing Dingboche. A
southern 'ground control' would therefore be more difficult to
find; indeed, it might be necessary for a ground party to
triangulate one specially to serve as an anchorage for the strip.
In the circumstances this was only to be expected. If we
approached the mountain from the south-east we could not
expect that fortune would provide us with a ready-made
'ground ctihtrol.'
"The second minor hitch was that the azimuth clamping
screw of the Eagle camera mounting, had been set a shade
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